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and results of life, but are as plainly not the
life from which they result. But the same
definition (N"o. 4) further includes three meta-
physical ideas, determination, individuality, and
identity. If life were only a series of changes,
what can the individual be, or what can form
or constitute its identity ? M. Comte's defini-
tion, again, is metaphysical almost in every word.
It includes a vital state, which assumes the
very thing to be defined, an ability to bear or
receive this state, an organization, fitted to this
end, a being, that is, a cause distinct from the
phenomena; organs or instruments by which
this being acts, the vital state itself, its funda-
mental conditions, and their necessary and
inseparable union.

Again, in the last definition, life is made to
consist in the changes themselves, not in some-
thing which causes them. But then it is their
combination, though what combines them, if
life is only the changes themselves, is not ex-
plained. Thirdly, it is a definite combination.
But; how can their union be defined, except as
common effects of some vital power? Fourthly,
this combination must be cc in correspondence
with external coexistences and sequences."
Here the ideas of being, of coexistence, of
several "beings, outness of objects distinct